Homework for Chapter 8: Dual Passages
From Decoding the Digital SAT

Homework includes questions from the following College Board tests:

College Board Linear Practice Test 1, Section 1

Module 1: none
Module 2: 9

College Board Linear Practice Test 2, Section 1

Module 1: 10
Module 2: none

College Board Linear Practice Test 3, Section 1

Module 1: none
Module 2: 8



College Board Linear Practice Test 1, Section 1

Module 2
ER

Text1

Most animals can regenerate some parts of their
bodies, such as skin. But when a three-banded
panther worm is cut into three pieces, each piece
grows into a new worm. Researchers are
investigating this feat partly to learn more about
humans’ comparatively limited abilities to
regenerate, and they're making exciting progress. An
especially promising discovery is that both humans
and panther worms have a gene for early growth
response (EGR) linked to regeneration.

Text2

When Mansi Srivastava and her team reported that
panther worms, like humans, possess a gene for EGR,
it caused excitement. However, as the team pointed
out, the gene likely functions very differently in
humans than it does in panther worms. Srivastava
has likened EGR. to a switch that activates other
genes involved in regeneration in panther worms,
but how this switch operates in humans remains
unclear.

Based on the texts, what would the author of Text 2
most likely say about Text 1’s characterization of the
discovery involving EGR?

A) Itisreasonable given that Srivastava and her
team have identified how EGR functions in both
humans and panther worms.

B) It is overly optimistic given additional
observations from Srivastava and her team.

C) Itisunexpected given that Srivastava and her
team’s findings were generally met with
enthusiasm.

D) Itis unfairly dismissive given the progress that
Srivastava and her team have reported.



College Board Linear Practice Test 1, Section 1

Module 1

Text 1

Ecologists have long wondered how thousands of
microscopic phytoplankton species can live together
near ocean surfaces competing for the same
resources. According to conventional wisdom, one
species should emerge after outcompeting the rest.
50 why do so many species remain? Ecologists” many
efforts to explain this phenomenon still haven’t
uncovered a satisfactory explanation.

Text 2

Ecologist Michael Behrenfeld and colleagues have
connected phytoplankton’s diversity to their
microscopic size. Because these organisms are so
tiny, they are spaced relatively far apart from each
other in ocean water and, moreover, experience that
water as a relatively dense substance. This in turn
makes it hard for them to move around and interact
with one another. Therefore, says Behrenfeld’s team,
direct competition among phytoplankton probably
happens much less than previously thought.

Based on the texts, how would Behrenfeld and
colleagues (Text 2) most likely respond to the

“conventional wisdom” discussed in Text 17

A) By arguing that it is based on a misconception
about phytoplankton species competing with
one another

B) By asserting that it fails to recognize that routine
replenishment of ocean nutrients prevents
competition between phytoplankton species

C) By suggesting that their own findings help clarify
how phytoplankton species are able to compete
with larger organisms

D) By recommending that more ecologists focus
their research on how competition among

phytoplankton species is increased with water
density



College Board Linear Practice Test 3, Section 1

Module 2

Text 1

Astronomer Mark Holland and colleagues examined
four white dwarfs—small, dense remnants of past
stars—in order to determine the composition of
exoplanets that used to orbit those stars. Studying
wavelengths of light in the white dwarf atmospheres,
the team reported that traces of elements such as
lithium and sodium support the presence of
exoplanets with continental crusts similar to Earth's.

Text 2

Past studies of white dwarf atmospheres have
concluded that certain exoplanets had continental
crusts. Geologist Keith Putirka and astronomer

Siyi Xu argue that those studies unduly emphasize
atmospheric traces of lithium and other individual
elements as signifiers of the types of rock found on
Earth. The studies don’t adequately account for
different minerals made up of various ratios of those
elements, and the possibility of rock types not found
on Earth that contain those minerals.

Based on the texts, how would Putirka and Xu
(Text 2) most likely characterize the conclusion
presented in Text 17

A) Asunexpected, because it was widely believed at
the time that white dwarf exoplanets lack
continental crusts

B) As premature, because researchers have only just
begun trying to determine what kinds of crusts
white dwarf exoplanets had

C) As questionable, because it rests on an
incomplete consideration of potential sources
of the elements detected in white dwarf
atmospheres

D) As puzeling, because it's unusual to successfully
detect lithinum and sodium when analyzing
wavelengths of light in white dwarf atmospheres



