Answers to Homework for Chapter 8: Dual Passages
From Decoding the Digital SAT

Homework includes questions from the following College Board tests:

College Board Linear Practice Test 1, Section 1

Module 1: none
Module 2: 9

College Board Linear Practice Test 2, Section 1

Module 1: 10
Module 2: none

College Board Linear Practice Test 3, Section 1

Module 1: none
Module 2: 8



College Board Linear Practice Test 1, Section 1, Module 2: 9
SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS = READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

QUESTION 9

Choice B is the best answer because it reflects how the author of Text 2

would most likely respond to Text 1 based on the information provided. Text 1
discusses the discovery of a regeneration-linked gene, EGR, in both three-
banded panther worms (which are capable of full regeneration) and humans (who
have relatively limited regeneration abilities). Text 1 characterizes this discovery
as "especially promising” and a sign of “exciting progress” in understanding
human regeneration. The author of Text 2, on the other hand, focuses on the

fact that the team that reported the EGR finding pointed out that while EGR’s
function in humans isn't yet known, it's likely very different from its function in
panther worms. Therefore, the author of Text 2 would most likely say that Text 1's
enthusiasm about the EGR discovery is overly optimistic given Srivastava's team'’s
observations about EGR in humans.

Choice Ais incorrect because the author of Text 2 explains that Srivastava and
her team explicitly reported that they haven't yet identified how EGR functions

in humans; therefore, the author of Text 2 wouldn't say that Text 1's excitement
is reasonable for the stated reason. Instead, the author of Text 2 would likely
characterize Text 1's excitement as premature and overly optimistic. Choice C is
incorrect because Text 1 does treat Srivastava's team's findings with enthusiasm;
it describes the discovery of EGR in both three-banded panther worms and
humans as promising and exciting. It would be illogical for the author of Text 2

to say that because most others treat the discovery with enthusiasm, Text 1's
enthusiastic characterization of the discovery is unexpected. Choice D is
incorrect because Text 1 isn't at all dismissive of Srivastava's team'’s findings;
instead, Text 1 is optimistic about the EGR discovery, characterizing it as
promising and exciting. There's nothing in Text 2 to suggest that the author of
Text 2 would say that Text 1's praise for the discovery is dismissive, or disdainful.
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College Board Linear Practice Test 2, Section 1, Module 1: 10
SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS = READING AND WRITING: MODULE 1

QUESTION 10

Choice A is the best answer because based on Text 2, it represents how
Behrenfeld and colleagues would most likely respond to the “conventional
wisdom” discussed in Text 1. The conventional wisdom cited holds the opinion
that when there is species diversity within a phytoplankton population, “one
species should emerge after outcompeting the rest"—that is, after being so
successful in competing for resources that the other species vanish from the
population. However, Text 2 explains that according to Behrenfeld and colleagues,
phytoplankton are so small and spaced so far apart in the water that there is
"much less" direct competition for resources within phytoplankton populations
than scientists had previously thought.

Choice Bis incorrect because Text 2 never discusses whether routine
replenishment of ocean nutrients affects competition between phytoplankton
species. Choice Cis incorrect because the interspecies competition discussed
in both texts is specifically between phytoplankton species, and neither

text considers whether phytoplankton compete for resources with larger
nonphytoplankton species. Choice D is incorrect because according to Text 2,
Behrenfeld and colleagues argue that water density decreases, not increases,
competition between phytoplankton species.

7 SAT PRACTICE TEST #2 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS







SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS = READING AND WRITING: MODULE 2

College Board Linear Practice Test 3, Section 1, Module 2: 8

QUESTION 8

Choice C is the best answer because it reflects how Putirka and Xu (Text 2) would
likely characterize the conclusion presented in Text 1. Text 1 discusses a study by
Mark Holland and colleagues in which they detected traces of lithium and sodium in
the atmospheres of four white dwarf stars. The team claims that this supports the
idea that exoplanets with continental crusts like Earth's once orbited these stars.
Text 2 introduces Putirka and Xu, who indicate that sodium and lithium are present
in several different minerals and that some of those minerals might exist in types of
rock that are not found on Earth. Therefore, Putirka and Xu would likely describe the
conclusion in Text 1 as questionable because it does not consider that lithium and
sodium are also found in rocks that are not like Earth's continental crust.

Choice Ais incorrect because the texts do not indicate how widely held any

of the viewpoints described are. Choice B is incorrect because neither text
discusses how new this area of study is. Choice D is incorrect because neither
text discusses how likely lithium and sodium are to be detected by analyzing
wavelengths of light.

21 SAT PRACTICE TEST #3 ANSWER EXPLANATIONS







